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a stupendous miracles" surpassing those of Moses, which were

notorious to all the people, and even the prejudiced Jewish
council could not deny, John xi. 47. And when he further
reflected, that a lapse of threescore years after CHRIST'S cruci-
fixion had not put an end to his sect, but that it was rapidly
increasing, and grown into a considerable acommunity" even
in the heart of the Eoman empire, while all the other sects of
Judas of Galilee, T/ieudas, the Egyptian, &c. had perished
with those ephemeral meteors; might lie not scruple to dispa-
rage the Christian Religion, or its wonderful Author, " con-
qiteriny by sufferings" lest haply he might be found to Jight
against GOD, according to the sage observations of Gamaliel^
Acts v, 39.

The studied reserve, tlierefore3 of Josephus, and Ms obstinaie
silence respecting the brazen serpentt (see Vol. II. p. 190,) the
stupendous scenes which attended the rise and progress of the
Christian Church9 to which lie could be no stranger; for they
were not done in a corner, as Paul pleaded before IsingAgrippa,
the patron of Josephus, Acts xxvi. 26? furnish unequivocal evi-
dence, that lie did not behold Christianity with indifference,
much less hatred. Like many of " the rulers and crowd of
priests that believed/5 both before and after our Lord's resurrec-
tion, John xii. 42, Acts vi. 7, lie might not confess him, foi-fear
of the Jews and of the Romans, loving the praise of men more
than the praise of GOD" John xii. 43.

We have been the more solicitous to reclaim and vindicate
this valuable and important testimony of the most intelligent
Jewish historian that ever wrote, next to the Sacred Writers,
because its authenticity and credibility have been hastily and
unjustly depreciated by sceptical divines * and Itypercritics,
without calmly and skilfully weighing the evidences in its fa-
vour.

IV. We shall close this article with the singular testimony of
a Roman emperor, even Tiberius himself, to the divinity of
CHRIST.

The learned TertuUian, in his Apology for Christianity, about
the year A.D. 200, after speaking of our Saviour's crucifixion

* The late Bibhop Ilorsley^ though as far removed from a Sceptic as the Zenith from
the Nadir, dogmatically pronounced this passage, " a rank forgery, and a stupid one
too;" misunderstanding its diift, as if "Josephus therein acknowledged Jesus at. the
Christ t in as strong terms as words could dolt," Lardnei, VII. p. 121).